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maple forests, however, this study did not find adverse impacts 

on forest understory plant communities. 

The presence of earthworms at the two parks is widespread,

although the herb-layer diversity suggests that invasion occurred 

relatively recently. One key aspect of earthworm spread is that it is

slow, averaging only 16 to 32 feet (5 to 10 m) per year. The most 

effective management policy is one that emphasizes minimizing 

the establishment of new inoculation points for earthworms through 

a combination of public education and increased enforcement of

regulations. ■
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The introduction of earthworms in two kinds of northern forests threatens 
native understory plants by changing the soil profile. The soil before earthworms
arrive has a thick organic layer at the surface, underlain by a thin mineral-mixed-
with-humus (A horizon) layer, underlain by a leached, sandy loam layer.

Earthworms mix these layers, creating a thick A horizon at the expense of the
other two layers. The resulting soil is less hospitable to the native understory, 
possibly rendering it vulnerable to exotic invasive plants, a situation of concern 
to managers.
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